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Twelve years ago, Robert Garry first suggested that his team at Tulane University
School of Medicine could unlock the secrets of the mysterious Lassa virus.

Some researchers were skeptical. “They thought it was too difficult,” Garry said.

For starters, the trip from the closest airport to Tulane’s partners at the Kenema
Government Hospital in Sierra Leone took 13 hours, driving over treacherously
bumpy dirt roads. Tulane would have to draw blood samples from Lassa survivors at
a lab in southern Nigeria and the hospital in Kenema, freeze the samples, then keep
them frozen for another long bumpy ride and a trans-Atlantic flight to New Orleans...
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